
CHAPTER XXXIX 

COLONEL JEDEDIAH SANGER AND THE WHITESTOWN 

MIGRATION 

Colonel Jedediah Sanger was a whirlwind in the forest when he 
came to Jaffrey from Sherborn, Massachusetts, after his service in 
the Revolution. He settled in the southwest part of the town, and 
the trees around Gap Mountain began to fall as they never fell be
fore. The ground was soon covered with them, and they must be 
removed before rye could be sowed and grass could grow. He was 
a captain of industry, and to be rid of his logs and brush and make 
them pay the cost of removal he hired men to dig great pits in the 
ground, and made of them furnaces into which the logs were rolled 
and burned to ashes, which were leached and the lye boiled down to 
potash and pearlash. The swap habit was growing, and there was 
a quick demand for these products for domestic use and for export 
and there was little else he could reap from the forest clad hills that 
would bring such immediate returns. He built a large house and 
kept tavern, for he was on the first County Road through the town
ship, a road that led from Vermont and beyond through Keene, 
through New Marlborough, and turned south at the west side of the 
Mountain and passed through the south part of Jaffrey and into 
Rindge on its course to Boston. He opened a store and received 
farm produce in trade. This he teamed to Boston and exchanged 
for store goods, silks, buttons, braid, West India goods, molasses, 
and Jamaica rum, that by old custom were necessaries of life. 

There was little good money in circulation and too much that was 
not good, and so, like his neighbors, he must make shift to do without 
a standard medium of exchange. He was public spirited, and took 
a hand in town affairs. He had served in the Revolution, knew 
military tactics, was called to serve in the local militia, and in March, 
1785, he was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Twenty-third 
Regiment. This organization had an honorable record in the Revo
lution as Colonel Enoch Hale's Twelfth Regiment, and the change 
of designation by the State authorities had been resented. Colonel 
Rand and Lieutenant-Colonel Sanger petitioned the Legislature to 
restore their regiment to its former rank and number. Their reason
ing prevailed and the Twelfth Regiment it remained for many years, 
until the old militia organization of the State was abandoned. Colonel 
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Sanger served as moderator of town meetings, as selectman, highway 
surveyor, and town clerk. In whatever he did he was a leader. 

But all business ventures under the unsettled conditions following 
the war were a challenge in defiance of hard times that bore the i:q-

evitable risk of failure and loss. · Still he played the game, and made 
himself known for his courage and enterprise from Boston to the 
Vermont border. The potential wealth of that day was land; the 
main business was agriculture; factories were unknown. The country 
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was growing rapidly; land must become more valuable and so he 
bought land, all that his means and his credit could pay for. Where 
he went others followed to share in the new ventures at the foot of 
Monadnock. And thus there came to town his two brothers-in-law, 
Moses and Aaron Rider, and Arthur Clark from his old home town. 

In the winter of 1784 he set out upon one of his trading expeditions 
to Boston. He loaded his own and his neighbors' ox teams with his 
salts of potash and pearlash and his accumulated stores of beef and 
pork and barley and rye. He then rode ahead of his caravan to 
parley with the merchants of Boston for a stock of store goods for the 
return journey, and having seen his teams safely started homeward 
he rode ahead on horseback to make ready for their arrival. On the 
second day he was overtaken by darkness when several miles from 
home, but kept on his way until the small hours of the night when, 
overcome by weariness and cold, he came to a wayside tavern. It 
was the coldest night of the winter, as recorded in Parson Ainsworth's 
diary. He decided to put up for the remaining hours of the night. 
After great difficulty he succeeded in rousing the landlord and gained 
admittance. He had his horse cared for and was given a room, but 
scarcely had he fallen asleep when he was wakened by a loud knock
ing at the door. In an excited voice he heard the newcomer relate 
to the landlord that he had stopped at Colonel Sanger's house the 
evening before and that he had been driven out by a fire and that 
the entire place was in ashes. He likewise heard, if he heard the 
whole story, that his man, Arthur Clark, had lost his life in the 
flames. He rose and called for his horse, and as soon as possible 
reached home and learned the full extent of the disaster that had 
come upon him and his family. (See Fires.) 

He had lost the work of years, and was probably in debt for many 
of his business ventures. He had settled in the roughest and rockiest 
section of the township. But undaunted by his disaster, with greater 
courage he set about building anew. He continued his residence in 
the town, and on December 23, 1785, he bought of Aaron and Moses 
Rider most of lot 2, range 7. 

On April 17, 1787, he sold his 100-acre farm in lot 2, range 7, on 
the County Road, the later so-called Daniel Adams place, to his 
former townsman, Amos Perry, of Sherborn, "with Buildings stand
ing on the same, Excepting the potash works with sufficient yard 
room for the same, and also reserving the road through said lot, three 
rods wide where it is now trod." Sanger now lived on the next farm 
to the east, afterward known as the Rider farm, lot 3, range 7. But 
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already the glowing reports of fertile farm lands in the Whitestown 
country in central New York State had unsettled him. Leaving his 
family in Jaffrey and determined on seeing for himself if the reports 
were true, on February 12, 1788, he leased for fifteen months to his 
brother-in-law, Aaron Rider, his Jaffrey farm, being "the farm I 
now live on," and the following month he arrived in New Hartford, 
New York. 

He found the reports true that he had heard in Jaffrey. In the 
fertility of the soil and the beauty of the land he saw great promise, 
and he bought, it is said, at fifty cents an acre, one thousand acres of 
land lying on both sides of a tumbling stream known as Sanquoit 
Creek, and covering the whole territory of the present village of New 
Hartford. This stream he saw as the motive power of many mills. 
This land was in the extensive territory then called Whitestown but 
afterward divided into several townships known in part as Whites
boro, New Hartford, and Utica. Sanger was the first settler in the 
territory of New Hartford, which on April 12, 1827, was set off from 
Whitestown as an independent town. The year following his settle
ment he sold five hundred acres of his holdings on the west side of 
the creek to a man from Connecticut, named Higbie, and the same 
year, 1789, he came back to Jaffrey for his family. On July 5, 1790, 
he sold the last of his Jaffrey lands on the rocky foothills of Monad
nock, the north half of lot 2, range 7, to Eleazer Spofford. He pros
pered in his new home and profited greatly from the land speculation 
that soon reached that section. One lot of 234 acres he bought from 
George Washington and George Clinton. The compensation is 
stated as £118 10s, equal to $1.27 an acre. He built the first grist
mill and afterward a sawmill and oil mills in the new town. The 
place became a transplanted New England town. 

New Hartford had the first meeting-house, not only in Oneida 
County, but also in New York as far west as Utica. The first church 
was organized in Jedediah Sanger's barn, August 27, 1791, by Rev
erend Jonathan Edwards, D.D., a son of the famous New England 
divine of that name. The policy of the church was at first Congre
gational, patterned after those in New England, but in 1802 it be
came Presbyterian in form and government. From its description 
it seems evident that the old meeting-house was patterned after that 
of Jaffrey, except that, conforming to a later fashion, the high pulpit 
was at the end instead of at the center of one side. It had the same 
double rows of windows, and a gallery that occupied three walls of 
the house inside. The congregation occupied square box pews, both 
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in the gallery and on the lower floor. It is said that "the influence 
and liberality of Judge Sanger succeeded in fixing the meeting-house 
in its present site," where, like its Jaffrey prototype, it is still stand
ing, though much altered from its original design. He was chairman 
of the board of trustees at its building. 

He was a promoter and director of the Seneca Turnpike, over which 
passed the endless caravan of emigration to Ohio and the Mid-West. 
He was justice of the peace and helped to organize Oneida County, 
after which he was placed upon the bench as the first Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas, in which position he served, respected and 
honored, until disqualified by the Constitutional limitation of age. 
In connection with his constant labors in promoting the settlement 
and growth of the locality and district he was in almost constant 
service in some official capacity. He served both as representative 
and senator in the Assembly of the State. He built "the fine old 
Sanger mansion at the corner of Genesee and South Streets" de
scribed as one of the most stately ever built in New Hartford. 

The enduring memorial of Jedediah Sanger is perhaps the small 
farming town of Sangerfield, thirteen miles from Whitestown, on the 
Unadilla River, which still bears his name. In the original survey 
of the region it was called township No. 20, and in 1791 it was bought 
of the State by Jedediah Sanger and two associates. It is said that 
Judge Sanger gained the honor of naming the township by a piece of 
practical philanthropy, not then thought amiss, though it might be 
less creditable from the modern point of view. He presented the 
town a cask of Jamaica rum for its first town meeting and promised 
fifty acres of land to the first church in the place. This generous 
gift without doubt assured a full attendance at the first town meeting, 
but it is not necessary to assume that it was the sole consideration 
in awarding the honor, as no name in the region was held in higher 
€steem than that of the donor. The gift of land was finally divided 
between the Baptist and Congregational churches of the place. 

Among the many emigrants from Jaffrey to New Hartford and the 
Whitestown district, were Oliver Prescott, James Haywood, Samuel 
Dakin, Joseph Thorndike, Jr., Cyrus Ingalls, Samuel Jewett, John 
French, Jonathan Wood, John Harper and his sons, John, Jr., Oliver, 
and several sons-in-law, Loring Buss, and many more. We cannot 
trace them all but there were many Jaffrey names among the pioneers 
-Stanley and Maynard and Buss- and there was Capron, perhaps 
the one who disappeared and, as was supposed, was eaten by a bear 
in the woods of Monadnock. 




